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Message from the Headteacher….
As a member of the Round Square network of schools worldwide, we believe that a school
should foster courage, generosity, imagination, principle and resolution so that children
emerge empowered with the skills and abilities to be the leaders and guardians of
tomorrow’s world.
We endeavour to provide the security and guidance necessary for children to achieve their
potential in a friendly and supportive but academically rigorous atmosphere.
As such we commit ourselves to the Round Square ethos by considering the six foundation
pillars of Round Square as central to our holistic approach to education, augmenting an
intrinsic commitment to academic excellence.
The six pillars or IDEALS are: Internationalism; Democracy; Environment; Adventure;
Leadership and Service.
Your child’s well-being
The pastoral programme at Brookhouse is extremely strong. The school provides a friendly
and caring environment for all students. Each child has a number of staff available to
provide advice and support. The class teacher or the form tutor is the first point of contact.
In addition, senior staff monitor very closely the academic, social and emotional
development of the children. The comprehensive Global Citizenship programme includes
lessons in Critical Thinking, Service Learning, General Studies and Physical, Social, Health
and Economic Education (PSHE) each week. These courses cover a wide range of topics
including careers, health matters, current affairs and study skills.
All students are taught the appropriate values of service to others, tolerance,
understanding and respect which form the basis of our expectations regarding student
behaviour.
Traditional values
One of the most important aims at Brookhouse is to nurture an environment in which
children can stay children longer. By this we mean assisting children to be less influenced by
media and social pressures and more influenced by expectations of good manners, selfdiscipline and respect. We hold these more traditional values as crucial in helping each child
grow and develop with confidence and sensitivity toward others.

INTRODUCTION

All children inYears 3 to 6 pursue an adapted version of the National Curriculum in England.
They follow a broad curriculum that is designed to build upon previous learning and in turn
prepare them for the next stage of the school curriculum.
This booklet is designed to provide you with information about the academic curriculum. It
contains descriptions of the subjects taught and the way the course is assessed.
The school day begins with children taking part in pastoral activities that includes
Assemblies, Service-Learning Projects, Global Citizenship and Circle Time.
Children are expected to attend Clubs. There are a range of free and fee-paying activities
every lunchtime. Brochures will be sent home in the first week of each term and we
recommend that children choose at least two clubs. Sport team practice should be
included as a club.
When children enter Brookhouse, they will be placed in one of the four Houses: Amboseli,
Mara, Samburu and Tsavo. Each term there is a range of competitive activities that children
take part in. This enriches your child’s educational experience and provides opportunities
for your child to develop a broad range of skills.
Children will have the opportunity to take part in school trips throughout this phase of
schooling. All trips are linked to the curriculum. At the end of Year 3 your child will have
their first overnight trip experience that takes place within the school. In Year 4 and Year 6,
children usually have the opportunity for overnight trips outside of the school which will
resume when COVID19 restrictions are lifted.
Throughout the year there are a wide range of Music, Art and Sporting experiences that
your child can be involved in. There will be school performances, assemblies and various
music concerts giving all children an opportunity to perform in front of an audience. Your
child may be selected for the school sports teams and can attend practices and trials
accordingly. There are also many Inter-house sporting events throughout the year which
every child participates in.
I look forward to working closely with you as we prepare your child for the next stage in
their academic journey.
Ms Carmen McCormick
Deputy Head Teacher - Prep School

AIMS
The aim of the curriculum is to build upon the basic skills and concepts learned
during their time in the Early Learning Years. Children are expected to work with
increasing independence and to develop their ability to be problem solvers and to
develop critical thinking. Our curriculum supports our children throughout their
learning journey, encouraging a thirst for learning, an enjoyment of school as well as
preparing them for next stage of their education.

OVERVIEW OF COURSE CONTENT
The Curriculum provides students with an introduction to the essential knowledge
that they need to be educated citizens. It is made up of core subjects; English,
Mathematics and Science; and foundation subjects; History, Geography, ICT, Art &
Design, Music and PE.
Language is also a foundation subject. We start language appreciation from Early
Learning with Kiswahili and add French in Year 3.
The Curriculum provides an outline of core skills and knowledge in each subject and
our teachers can develop exciting and stimulating lessons to promote the
development of understanding. Topic lessons from Year 1 are designed to cover
the content of Science, History and Geography. Creative planning allows students
to make links between subjects and is an effective way to secure their
understanding of the world around them. From Year 3, Science and Humanities
become separate lessons in order to develop the required skills necessary for
transition into Senior Prep.
Some subjects are taught by specialist teachers and we are delighted to draw upon
their expertise.

Year 3

PE, Swimming, Music, ICT, Food & Nutrition,
French, Art and Kiswahili

Years 4 to 6 All subjects are taught by specialist teachers

GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP
Form Tutor
Everyday children meet with their form teacher,who plays an important role in
monitoring your child’s well-being and academic progress. They will report back to
you at regular intervals and should be your first point of contact if you have a query
or need to share information.
Each day there is a different activity:
Monday – Assembly
 Led by Headteacher, Head of Year, House Leaders or students
Tuesday – Physical, Social, Health and Economic Education. (PSHE)
 Covers a variety of topics including well-being, physical development,
safety in the community or on the internet
Wednesday – Service Learning
 A hands-on project, that often develops skills and contributes to
supporting our Community Partner Seed Academy
Thursday - Physical, Social, Health and Economic Education. (PSHE)
 Covers a variety of topics including careers, understanding money,
diversity, understanding what makes us healthy
Friday – Critical Thinking or Reward Assembly
 Reward assembly is an opportunity to appreciate children’s
achievements
 Critical Thinking requires children to develop their problem-solving
skills, communicate effectively, share points of view

The Health Manager and Counselor also give regular talks and can be called upon
at anytime to share their expertise.

Form tutors will manage the school diary and provide you with a weekly overview
either in the diary or via Edmodo.

MATHEMATICS
Mathematics Curriculum contains topics that are built upon in content and concept
from the previous year.
Throughout the Year students will explore different aspects of Mathematics, (+ - x ÷)
Fractions, Measurement, Geometry (shape), Position and movement.
From Year 3 onwards, place value is included in Number.
Year 5 and 6 children are introduced to Statistics, Ratio as well as Algebra.
Once a week a lesson will be dedicated to Mental Mathematics in order tolearn and
develop, mental strategies.
MathsWhizz
All students from Year 1 to
Year 6 will have access to
MathsWhizz. We believe this is
a valuable online service that
can be used at any time, at
home for homework tasks, to
consolidate children’s learning.
We are very impressed by the
improvement students make if
they use the program regularly.
Most children really enjoy the
interactive
nature
of the
homework task. The other
advantage, is that you can use
this program during the holiday
periods too.
As a parent, you are able to
register
on
the
parent
dashboard and view detailed
live reports of your child’s
progress, usage and overall performance and receive a free monthly progress
email on your child’s performance.

ENGLISH
Throughout the year we will explore different genres of fiction, non-fiction and
poetry.
Children will study a variety of texts, analyse the structure and investigate
techniques used by the authors. Activities such as drama and role-play will provide
the children with an opportunity to immerse themselves in the exciting texts and
cultivate a deeper understanding of how the structure and techniques contribute to
meaning.
By the end of each unit, children will independently write their version of the text
using all the skills mastered during lessons.
Guided Reading allows children to work in small groups to develop their reading
and comprehension skills such as deduction, inference and analytical skills.
Spelling Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG) is a weekly lesson that focuses on
developing grammar and spelling skills.
Developing the children's writing skills is an integral part of our English
Curriculum. Big Write gives children an opportunity to write independently for a
sustained period of time; a creative stimulus is provided every week. Afterwards,
time will be spent discussing ways to ‘up level’ and improve their writing.
Handwriting is taught from the Early Years and by Year 1 we would expect all
children to write using the joined-up cursive style. From Year 4 children can work
towards attaining their Pen License. From Year 6, all children are expected to
write using a pen.
Library
Once a week the children in Year 3 and 4 will have the opportunity to have a library
lesson. This lesson includes teaching the students research skills as well as
developing a love for reading.
There is a termly focus on the library. The school will celebrate particular authors
and the librarian arranges a range of activities for the different age groups.

SCIENCE
The principal focus is to encourage children to be inquisitive about science.
The lessons stimulate further interest and promote self-learning, enabling
pupils to develop a deeper understanding of a wide range of scientific ideas. The
teaching and learning allows scope for discussions, experiments,
demonstrations and projects.
The topics covered, are linked to the discreet disciplines of Biology, Chemistry and
Physics. These include: Plants, Animals and their habitats, Humans and other
Animals, Seasonal Changes, Properties and Changes of Materials, Forces and
Magnets, States of Matter, Rocks and Soils, Electricity, Evolution and Inheritance,
Light, Earth and Beyond.
Working Scientifically
Working scientifically enables children to develop their scientific knowledge through
the specific disciplines of biology, chemistry and physics. In addition children acquire
an understanding of nature, processes and methods of science. They also explore
different types of science enquiries that help them to answer scientific questions
about the world around them. Furthermore, pupils gain the scientific knowledge
required to understand the uses and implications of science, today and for the
future.

HUMANITIES
In History students will develop an appropriate use of key historical terms and will
note connections and contrasts over time. They will investigate questions about
change, cause, similarity and significance. They will learn to investigate different
sources of evidence about the past. Children are encouraged to develop their
research skills and also to make presentations. A range of content will be covered,
including Kenyan, African and World History topics. Chronological understanding will
also be developed throughout the topics.
In Geography, children will develop geographical skills which are taught through an
investigation of physical and human Geography topics. Locational knowledge is
emphasised and students develop skills to use maps, atlases, globes and digital
maps. Children are encouraged to conduct their own research and to present their
findings. Basic fieldwork skills will be introduced at different stages of the term.

SPECIALIST SUBJECTS
ICT
The aim of this subject is to understand Computer Science. Children are taught the
principles of information and computation, how digital systems work, and how to put
this knowledge to use through programming. Building on this knowledge and
understanding the curriculum ensures that children are able to use, express
themselves and develop their ideas through information and communication
technology.
FRENCH
From Year 3 to Year 6, children begin to write down simple phrases and vocabulary,
listen to simple audio texts and read short phrases. This builds upon the interactive
methods used in the younger year groups and helps children in the acquisition of
vocabulary and in good pronunciation. The curriculum is designed to lay a good
foundation for the study of French in Senior Prep.
KISWAHILI
Swahili language as the lingua franca of East Africa is fast gaining grounds as the
language of choice to most people in the region. The need to learn the language for
both academic and practical purposes has seen the mode of delivery and study
being updated and adjusted to suit the needs of today’s learners. The course is
designed to maximize developments in all four skills of language. Focus is on
listening and speaking skills for the younger children before developing their reading
and writing as they move up the school. The emphasis is on vocabulary and
grammar that sets a solid foundation for when students reach Senior Prep.
PE
Our aim of PE is ‘Sport for All’. Children will gain a healthy appreciation of fitness
and its importance to a healthy lifestyle. Children take part in four areas of PE:
Gymnastics, Movement, Athletics and Games. Each term children learn and build
upon their skills for various activities. These include: Hockey, Basketball, Netball,
Rounders, Football and Rugby. From Year 3 children may be invited to play for their
school team. Children also receive a weekly swimming lesson and may be chosen
to represent the school in various gala events.

ART & DESIGN
In Art and Design, children develop skills and techniques in both 2D and 3D media
in a wide range of different and exciting topics. They will be able to develop and use
their imagination and gain confidence in their skills. All children will be introduced to
Art from around the world and gain more of an understanding of why art is
important. Observational skills are a focus and are taught in a wide range of
media. As they grow older, they are expected to sustain a project for a greater
length of time. By the end of Year 6, children will have produced exciting and
original artwork that will vary in scale, media and art movement.

MUSIC
All children receive music lessons every week. They have weekly singing sessions
which are geared towards performance, and undertake instrumental work
(percussion) to help them to learn the fundamentals of rhythm, dynamics and
structure. Listening skills are honed using a wide variety of styles and genres.
Children in Year Four and above also undertake keyboard work. Children are able to
participate in various Music activities outside lessons such as Orchestra and Choir.
Peripatetic lessons are also available for a variety of instruments. These lessons
take place once a week during the school day.

FOOD & NUTRITION
Food and Nutrition is an inspiring and practical subject that opens the door to one of
the great expressions of creativity. Learning to cook is a crucial life skill and through
these lessons we hope to instill a love of cooking. Children will learn about the
different food cultures, healthy eating and become more conscious of what they put
in their bodies and the consequences. Beginning with simple recipes at a younger
age, children will work their way to more complex recipes and gain the ability to use
various tools, measures and techniques.

HOMEWORK
Children have a daily homework schedule and teachers ensure that homework is
related to the curriculum they are studying, in order to review or reinforce their
learning. They are expected to do 20 minutes of MathsWhizz daily, as well as any
other online homework. Online homework can include Education City. In Year 6,
homework counts towards the final grade.
Successful practice shows that homework should not be seen as a chore. We
believe that it is more important that homework helps your child to learn and that it is
meaningful and relevant to their class work.
If you would like your child to do extra work at home, they can also access the
Education City Website and complete Maths Whizz activities.
Below is a list of websites where you can access further games, activities and
worksheets.
English:
http://primarygamesarena.com/spelling
http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/interactive/literacy.html
http://www.ictgames.com/literacy.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/spellits/parents/index.shtml
Maths:
http://www.maths-games.org/times-tables-games.html
http://www.familylearning.org.uk/multiplication_games.html
http://www.ilovemathsgames.com/Flashstarters/tables.swf
http://www.mathsisfun.com/numbers/math-trainer-multiply.html
Topmarks - Hit the Button
MathsWhizz
Topic:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
http://www.crickweb.co.uk/
Education City
There are now also many educational apps that you can download onto tablets and
phones that children enjoy using. These range from practising times tables to
French vocabulary.

ASSESSMENT
All assessment that takes place at this stage of your child’s education is for the class
teacher to inform their weekly planning. This is to support your child’s development
and needs. The assessment cycle can take the form of:









Class participation
Class and group discussion
Project work and presentations
Class work
Independent work
Homework
Self and Peer Assessments
Quiz

More formal methods of assessment that take place twice a year, are designed to
find out what skills and knowledge children have retained and can identify those
children who need either extension or support in order to achieve their potential.
At the end of Year 6, children will sit an internal examination based on the Common
Entrance 11+ papers in English, Mathematics and Science.
When children enter Senior Prep (Years 7 and 8), they will be expected to revise
and study specifically for formal assessments, and will learn to develop different
strategies for revision.
At the end of Year 8 students take Common Entrance 13+ papers in English,
Mathematics, Science and French.
REPORTING
Children will receive the following reports:
 Half term grade sheets
 1st and 2nd end of term concise reports
 End of year written report
At the end of each term parent consultations are held and you are invited to discuss
your child’s progress at these meetings. You will also have the opportunity to meet
with the specialist teachers.
Brookhouse has an open-door policy. This means you are welcome to meet your
child’s class teacher via Zoom at any time during the year. Simply make an
appointment through your child’s diary, email the class teacher or phone the office.

BROOKHOUSE SCHOOL
PHILOSOPHY AND MISSION STATEMENT
Mission Statement:“Our mission is to give each child every opportunity to learn to excel”
School Philosophy
Brookhouse provides co-educational day and boarding on two campuses in Nairobi, offering the British National
Curriculum to Kenyan and international pupils. The pursuit of academic excellence is at the centre of our educational
philosophy and approach.
As a member of the Round Square network of schools worldwide, we believe that a school should foster courage,
generosity, imagination, principle and resolution so that children emerge empowered with the skills and abilities to
be the leaders and guardians of tomorrow’s world. We endeavour to provide the security and guidance necessary
for children to achieve their potential in a friendly and supportive but academically rigorous atmosphere.
As such we commit ourselves to the Round Square ethos by considering the six foundation pillars of Round Square as
central to our holistic approach to education, augmenting an intrinsic commitment to academic excellence. The six
pillars or IDEALS are: Internationalism; Democracy; Environment; Adventure; Leadership and Service.
Interpreting the Round Square pillars as being at the core of our school community, we believe in:



















Clear expectations in relation to academic performance, ethical standards and behaviour, combined with
positive reinforcement to develop in children their self-confidence and self-esteem
Providing the opportunity for children to develop the Round Square Discovery Framework skills necessary to
further their education and to function successfully as a global citizen with an international understanding and
focus in the 21st Century
Offering a curriculum that encourages the wider educational development of each child
Encouraging children of all abilities to set goals which reflect the utmost of their capabilities
Learning as a continuing process that fosters thinking and doing, exploration and experimentation, to help
young people to adapt to an ever-changing environment and lead productive lives
Maintaining regular and effective communication between parents and the school, as well as parents being
active partners in the learning process
Instilling in students an appreciation of the outdoors and an awareness of the natural environment and the
need to conserve it as guardians of our collective future
Nurturing tolerance, awareness and respect for oneself, others and property
Fostering within children a desire to take responsibility for self-motivation, self-direction, self-discipline and a
positive self-image
Developing leadership skills rooted in kindness and justice, practised individually and collectively in various
leadership positions of consequence in the school
Teaching children the values of democracy and the importance of active participation in democracy, where
freedom of thought and speech are encouraged and appropriate forums are in place for responsible selfexpression
Sensitising children to appreciate the richness of the spiritual and cultural experiences of life
Preparing children for responsible lives through the expectation of service to others
Promoting international understanding through exposure to different cultures and beliefs and through teaching
children to appreciate, value and respect all cultures, religions and languages
Encouraging children to learn to see themselves as committed and responsible global citizens, who look beyond
gender, class, race, nationality and culture to understand human nature
Building self-esteem through adventure and meeting challenges, working both individually and within groups,
to promote personal growth and self-discovery, leading to the child’s realisation that they can be so much more
than they might have imagined.

BROOKHOUSE SCHOOL
Karen Campus,Langata
Runda Campus, Kiambu
E-mail:info@brookhouse.ac.ke
Website: www.brookhouse.ac.ke

