Art & Design
Biology
Chemistry
Chinese
Computer Science
English
French
Geography

Year 7 & 8

German
History
Science
Mathematics
Music
Physical Education
Physics
Spanish
Swahili

Information

guide

The School Philosophy
Mission Statement:
“Our mission is to give each child every opportunity to learn to excel”
School Philosophy
Brookhouse is a co-educational day and boarding school for children aged 2-19, offering an adapted form of the British National
Curriculum to Kenyan and international pupils. The pursuit of academic excellence is at the centre of our educational philosophy
and approach.
Equally, as a global member of the Round Square association of schools worldwide, we believe that a school should foster
courage, generosity, imagination, principle and resolution so that children emerge empowered with the skills and abilities to be
the leaders and guardians of tomorrow's world. We endeavour to provide the security and guidance necessary for children to
achieve their potential in a friendly and supportive but academically rigorous atmosphere.
As such we commit ourselves to the Round Square ethos by considering the six foundation pillars of Round Square as central to
our holistic approach to education, augmenting our intrinsic commitment to academic excellence. The six pillars or IDEALS are:
Internationalism; Democracy; Environment; Adventure; Leadership and Service.
Interpreting these pillars as the core of our school community, we believe in:
 Clear expectations in relation to academic performance, ethical standards and behaviour, combined with positive reinforcement
to develop in children their self-confidence and self-esteem
 Providing the opportunity for children to learn the skills necessary to further their education and to function successfully with an
international understanding and focus in the modern world
 Offering a curriculum that encourages the wider educational development of each child
 Encouraging children of all abilities to set goals which reflect the utmost of their capabilities
 Learning as a continuing process that fosters thinking and doing, exploration and experimentation, to help young people to adapt
to an ever-changing environment and lead productive lives
 Maintaining regular and effective communication between parents and the school as well as parents being active partners in the
learning process
 Instilling in students an appreciation of the outdoors and an awareness of the global environment and the need to conserve it as
guardians of our collective future
 Nurturing tolerance, awareness and respect for oneself, others and property
 Fostering within children a desire to take responsibility for self-motivation, self-direction, self-discipline and a positive self-image
 Developing leadership skills rooted in kindness and justice, practiced individually and collectively in various leadership positions
of consequence in the school
 Teaching children the values of democracy and the importance of active participation in democracy where freedom of thought
and speech are encouraged and appropriate forums are in place for responsible self-expression
 Sensitising children to appreciate the richness of the spiritual and cultural experiences of life
 Preparing children for responsible lives through the expectation of service to others
 Promoting international understanding through exposure to different cultures and beliefs and through teaching children to
appreciate, value and respect all cultures, religions and languages
 Encouraging children to learn to see themselves as committed and responsible global citizens, who look beyond gender, class,
race, nationality and culture to understand human nature
 Building self-esteem through adventure and meeting challenges, working both individually and within groups, to promote
personal growth and self-discovery leading to the child’s realisation that they can be so much more than they might have
imagined
Adopted: September 1997

Reviewed and amended: 2005, 2009, 2012, 2016, 2017, 2019, 2021
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Introduction
This curriculum booklet is designed to give a brief outline of the topics expected to be covered in
each subject in Years 7 and 8. These topics have been adapted from the National Curriculum of
England which all students in this section pursue as they prepare for the Pre-IGCSE programme.

In addition to the curriculum topics included in this booklet, all pupils have thirty minutes each day
with their form tutor in a lesson called Citizenship. They will cover a range of activities including
Service Learning projects, Assemblies and Personal, Social and Health Education. The form tutor has
an important role to play in monitoring your child’s progress and social welfare. We offer an open
door policy and welcome communication from parents, either through your child’s school diary, the
Prep office phone or email. Form tutors will contact you periodical in regard to your child’s progress.
Heads of Year guide each year group and will liaise with you regarding your child’s academic progress
or social interactions when necessary.

At Brookhouse School we offer an extensive extra-curricular programme. This is supported by the
clubs system that is run at lunch time or after school. Pupils are expected to attend at least one club a
term. In addition during the year there are a wide range of Arts and Sporting experiences and trips
that your child can be involved in. This is enhanced by placing each pupil at Brookhouse in one of the
four Houses, Amboseli, Mara, Samburu or Tsavo. If they are good at Sports they may be selected for
the school teams which requires more commitment in terms of training and matches. There will also
be school plays, music concerts and opportunities for the students to perform. We believe that
offering a range of extra-curricular activities enriches your child’s educational experience, enables
them to realise their talent and gives breadth to the school curriculum.

Brookhouse is a member of Round Square, a worldwide organisation sharing unique goals. It
encourages pupils to make strong commitments, beyond academic excellence, to personal
development and responsibility. It embeds in our children the character and quality of servant
leadership. The Round Square IDEALS, Internationalism, Democracy, Environment, Adventure,
Leadership and Service are reflected and extended in the curriculum as the Discovery Frame Work.

In developing the ‘whole child’, balance is clearly important. Tutors make sure that pupils are not
over stretching themselves at the detriment of their academic performance and as parents you will
be able to monitor your child’s performance in the half term grades and reports.

We look forward to working closely with you as we prepare your child for the next stage in their
academic career.

Ms McCormick

Mr Abudho

Head of Year 7

Head of Year 8
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Assessment
Effective assessment will give feedback about students needs and progress. It will provide information
and evidence of attainment for reporting to students and parents. Assessment should enhance learning
by rewarding positive achievement and improving pupil motivation as well as improve teacher planning
and teaching methods.
Teachers use a variety of types of assessment:
Formative Assessment
Teachers assess students in their class on a regular basis so that they can plan the next stage in each
student’s learning. These types of assessments take place on a regular basis with:
 Individual assessments
 Group assessments
 Class assessments
Diagnostic Assessment
Diagnostic assessments are carried out by teachers to help identify the strengths and weaknesses of
individual students. This is done through:
 Annual testing of all students Mid Year and End of Year.
 Individual testing of all students
 Specific activities / tasks
Summative Assessment
Summative assessments are also used to help us decide what a student can do at a particular time. This
is done through:
 Assessments for specific tasks – at the end of a topic or after teaching a specific skill/concept.
 Cycle testing for curricular records.
Grades and Effort Levels
Each teacher will identify how grades will be awarded and this is published in the front of your child's
exercise book. A percentage of the grade each half term will be based on homework so it is
important that students establish a good homework routine. You will continue to receive half term
and end of term grades.
Prep Grade Boundaries.
(%) A* 90 – 100 (A* awarded in the full report at the end of the year only)
A 80 – 89
B 65 - 79
C 50 - 64
D 35 - 49
E 0 - 34
Examinations
Annual testing will take place half way through the academic year and at the end of the year. All
examinations are based on the British National Curriculum and in Year 8 students will sit the 13+
Common Entrance papers in English, Mathematics and Science.
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Art and Design
Aim of the Course:
The aim of the course is to continue to develop creativity, imagination and enjoyment of Art and Design
through extended investigation and making activities. Pupils learn how the visual language can be
interpreted to convey ideas and meanings in a range of art, craft and design contexts. They investigate
the connections that can be made between works across time and place.
Art and Design is taught for 2 lessons a week across this section of the school.
Brief Description of projects/course content:
The course is divided into 3 domains:




Drawing and Painting
Sculpture and Printing
Mixed Media and Digital Art

In each domain there are a number of projects and schemes of work that must be completed. Each is
designed to develop a knowledge and understanding of artists and designers as well as improve each
pupil’s skills and artistic abilities of each pupil.
Skills Acquired:
During this course pupils focus on improving skills in Observational Drawing, the ability to Interpret in a
creative and imaginative way.
They develop their ability to use a range of media and techniques, develop an understanding of the
history of art and learn vocabulary related to art and design.

How is the subject assessed and examined?
Most of the work will be assessed by continuous assessment. Pupils are given a project where they
develop ideas and arrive at a final outcome, which will then be marked. At the end of the year there is a
two hour examination.
LN/2021
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Chinese
Aim of the Course:
The course is intended to equip pupils with introductory knowledge of the official language of the
Republic of China - Mandarin. The course focuses on the pinyin system - tones, rules of phonetic
spelling, pronunciation drills, and Chinese characters - their creation and evolution, stroke order,
structure, the writing system and calligraphic techniques. Reading and writing skills are introduced;
these include basic sentence pattern analysis, and development of language skills in listening,
speaking, reading and writing. The course is also aimed at developing cultural awareness of China.
Brief Description of Projects/Course Content:
The following is covered during the Year 7 Course: Chinese phonetics and the four tones;
Fundamental strokes; Rules of writing – characters; Numbers up to 100; Greetings; Pronouns; Self
introduction; Families; Where you live; My home; My friend; Food; Drinks.
The following is covered during the Year 8 Course: Interrogative pronouns; Sports; Hobbies; Likes and
Dislikes; Introducing Friends; Ordering food; Polite manners; My body; Reading signs; Simple letter
writing; Weather; Classroom expressions.
Skills Acquired:
During the Year 7 and Year 8 Course the pupils will have grasped concepts of writing Chinese
characters, be able to read simple texts, write simple characters, and distinguish various initials and
finals. They should also be able to say and respond to basic phrases.
How is the subject assessed and examined?
Over the year work will be assessed through written tests and projects given periodically. At the end
of the year pupils sit three papers – a reading and writing paper, a listening and an oral examination.

SNO/2021
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Computer Science
The aims of the course:
The learner should be able to;
• to develop computational thinking skills through coding,
• to acquire the skills required to develop computer-based solutions to problems,
• to develop an understanding of the component parts of computer systems,
• to understand the security, cyber safety and ethical issues in Computer Science,
• to communicate and improve on research skills,
• to apply ICT skills in a variety of ways.
Brief Description of the course content
Areas covered in Year 7 include:
 Caring for computers
 Types of computers
 Introduction to Windows (WIMP), File
management, School Z: drive.
 Programming basics
 Word Processing / DTP projects
 Introduction to databases
 Research and communication skills
 Spreadsheets
 Typing skills
 Types of programming languages
 Programming skills: scratch, LOGO &
HTML
 Binary numbers & Boolean Logic

Areas covered in Year 8 include:
 Computer health and safety issues
 Software and their application/uses
 Further programming concepts
 Typing skills
 Computational thinking
 Programming using VB Console
 Control and monitoring
 Databases & spreadsheets
 Data security & data capture
 LOGO turtle graphics
 Photo editing – Photoshop
 Further programming & CSS

Skills learnt – how they prepare you for IGCSE
The skills learnt are:
1.
Computing and ICT application skills
2.
Knowledge and understanding.
The skills prepare learners for a smooth transition from Year 7 and 8 to Year 9 in preparation for IGCSE.
How is the subject assessed and examined?
At Year 7 and Year 8 learners will be assessed in theory (written work), programming and ICT skills. They
will also be assessed in typing skills. The learners will be expected to do assignments, cycle tests and the
end of year examinations. The weighting in the two areas of study is as follows:



Computing and ICT application skills
Written paper (Knowledge and Understanding)

50%
50%
WG/2021
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English
Aim of the Course:
The course aims to instill a passion for English and Literature through exposure to engaging and interesting
texts, whilst simultaneously introducing skills that are essential in IGCSE and beyond such as analytical essay
writing, summary and directed writing.
Brief Description of Projects/Course Content:
YEAR 7
YEAR 8
 Novel from a choice of Abomination, The Eagle of
 Prose from a choice of Cirque Du Freak; The Wind
the Ninth, The Giver, Holes
Singer; Stone Cold; Refugee Boy; The Outsiders; I
 Short Stories Tales with a Twist
am David
 Media non fiction
 Short stories -Seize the Fire
 Poetry writing Introduction to Poetic Techniques
 Media - advertising
 Poetry analysis from a variety of sources
 Poetry
 Shakespeare - An Introduction to Shakespeare
 Drama - Snakestone, Frankenstein
i.e Macbeth and Richard III
 Shakespeare - study parts of ‘A Midsummer Night’s
 Drama from a choice of The Valley of Fear, Dr
Dream’
Faustus (modernised versions); Solace of the Road
 Analysing and producing children’s literature
Skills Acquired:
Whilst pupils in different classes will study different texts at different times they will all be learning the same
skills such as how to adapt their writing to different purposes and audiences and how to recognise and analyse
authors’ techniques. Pupils are exposed to a wide range of texts in order to increase their ability to read with
insight and sensitivity.

How is the subject assessed and examined?
All assessed work is graded using a criteria appropriate to each class; you will find a copy of this mark scheme in
the front of your child’s exercise book. Pupils undergo a range of continuous assessments from extended essays
to spoken presentations and receive a grade each half term that reflects their performance in a variety of tasks.
There is a Mid-Year and End of Year written examination paper that tests reading and writing skills. Year 7
students are given examinations based on Common Entrance specifications and Year 8 sit the 13+ Common
Entrance at the end of Year 8.
RM/2021
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French
Aim of the Course:
The Year 7 and 8 French course provides pupils with the skills and knowledge needed to pursue the subject at
IGCSE level. Pupils move toward more independent learning and develop new techniques in the four language
skill areas. In addition pupils are exposed to the francophone culture and learn more about France and French
speaking countries.
Brief Description of Projects/Course Content:
The course is divided into 6 units, with two units covered each term:








Year 7 topics
Vive la France.(greetings, colours, French, France
and la Francophonie)
Moi j’aime. (sports and hobbies, likes and
dislikes)
Au collėge. (school, favourite subjects, telling the
time)
Mon coin du monde. (Homes and regions,
weather seasons town and country houses and
rooms)
Ma famille. (family members, morning routines,
describing appearance and personality )
On Mange!Food and meals, eating out, ordering
food, high numbers )








Year 8 topics
Bienvenue à Paris. (describing the neighbourhood,
transport and directions)
Heros Heroines. (achievements of famous people, using
the past tense, a period of history)
Toujours plus loin. (visiting new places, describing a day
at a theme park, the history of space travel)
Clothes and fashion. (clothes, colours, style and
shopping)
Jeunes champions. (sport and a healthy lifestyle, parts of
the body, daily routine)
Entre copains. ( free time with friends leisure activities,
pocket money)

Each unit is structured so that there is a clear progression. Grammar is systematically presented and there are
two workbooks for practice: Star to cover the core material, and En Plus for extension work. Each is designed to
develop language systematically and to improve all four skill areas.
Skills Acquired:
There is careful and systematic presentation and practice of key grammar, skills and pronunciation practice.
During their study of the course, pupils develop their speaking, reading, writing and listening skills, and especially
the ability to write accurately and creatively.
How is the subject assessed and examined?
Throughout Year 7 and 8 the students work is assessed through written tests and projects given periodically. At
the end of the year pupils sit two papers, a reading and writing paper and a listening and oral examination.
Prerequisites – Pupils wishing to take French at Year 7 must have completed a year’s study or be at level 2.

DK/2021
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Geography
Introduction
This syllabus aims at encouraging candidates to use a range of geographical skills to develop their knowledge and
understanding of the world. This includes: places, their locations and patterns; processes, including
environmental change; and the concept of sustainable development. This syllabus gives details of the knowledge
and skills which will be examined at 13+, following a suitable programme of study, which may be spread over
several years.
Aims
This course aims to:
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

stimulate curiosity about the world;
introduce candidates to places, people and environments;
contribute to environmental awareness and education for sustainable development
develop an understanding of physical and human landscapes, and introduce candidates to different
societies and cultures, enhancing awareness of global interdependence.

Brief description of projects / Course Content:
In Year 7, pupils focus on physical geography; they distinguish between weather and climate and how this varies
from place to place. Micro-climate and the water cycle are also examined in this course. The study of river and
coastal processes, and resultant landforms is supported by fieldwork. Studies on earthquakes and volcanic
activity, gives insights into natural hazards and mitigation measures.
In Year 8, Pupils study the characteristics, distribution and impacts of population and settlements. Concepts on
migration and urbanization, enhances understanding of the changing environment and human population
redistribution and its effects. The importance of transport, industry, employment structure and sustainable
development forms an important part of the course. Pupils are encouraged to investigate solutions to
environmental challenges resulting from economic activities.
Skills Acquired:
In developing geographical skills, candidates are taught to use an extended geographical vocabulary. Pupils follow
a blended approach that incorporates ICT skills, fieldwork and project based learning.
Students are taught to use basic map-work skills to identify and describe physical and human phenomena on
Ordnance Survey maps. The route to geographical enquiry is examined through fieldwork enquiry.
Assessment:
At the end of the course, students will sit for a Common Entrance 13+ style examination paper.

MU/2021
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German
Aim of the Course:
Year 7 & 8 German aims to develop in the pupils the ability to use the language effectively for purposes of practical
communication. The course is based on the skills of listening, reading, speaking and writing. It offers insight into the
culture and civilisation of countries where the language is spoken, thus encouraging positive attitudes towards
language learning and towards speakers of foreign languages.
Brief Description of Projects/Course Content:
The course is divided into six units in Year 7 and Year 8 and will entail class work, homework and projects.
Year 7:

Hallo – Pupils will learn greetings, how to give personal details, numbers up to 50, countries, the German
alphabet, things in their school bag, different colours, days of the week, months and dates.

Die Schule – Pupils will learn school subjects, classroom language, numbers up to 100 and snacks, how to talk
about their school timetable, give opinions about school subjects and tell the time.

MeineFamilie – Pupils will learn how to ask and talk about their families and pets, describe other people and talk
about other people’s characteristics.

Freizeit – Pupils will learn about different sports, hobbies and their and other people’s likes and dislikes.

ZuHause – Pupils will talk about where they are living, swap addresses and phone numbers, say activities and
household chores and describe where household objects are.

MeineStadt – Pupils will learn how to ask and talk about towns, count to 150, order some food and drink, ask and
say which snack food they like, talk about how they learn and practise German.
Year 8:

Die Kölner Clique – Pupils will revise asking for and giving personal information, perfect tense and telling the time,
learn about the weather, seasons and classroom language.

Unterwegs– Pupils will talk about a recent holiday including the journey, transport and accommodation, buy train
tickets, describe what they and other people lost and write a holiday postcard.

Topfit – Pupils will name parts of the body and head, talk about ailments and remedies, discuss keeping fit and
describe their daily routine.

Essen und einkaufen– Pupils will learn breakfast foods, say which foods they like and dislike, buy fruits and
vegetables, describe where shops are and what they sell and discuss what they do with their pocket money.

Los geht’snach Köln – Pupils will talk about their family, describe a journey, say what they have left at home,
make requests and suggestions, say what they are going to do and ask for and give directions.

UnterFreunden – Pupils will make and respond to invitations, describe what they are wearing, talk about their last
birthday, say which television programmes they like and dislike and what they want to do.
Skills Acquired:
During the course pupils develop their speaking, reading, writing and listening skills. The ability to express themselves
orally and in writing accurately and creatively in German is progressively acquired.
How is the subject assessed and examined?
German will be assessed through end of unit speaking, listening, reading and writing tests, which will count towards
70% of each half-term achievement grade. Regular vocabulary and verb quizzes will factor in the remaining 30%.
Students will be formally assessed through Mid-term and End of Year Examinations in both Year 7 and 8.
RW/2021
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History
Aim of the Course:
The course should inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. Teaching should equip pupils to ask
perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement.
History helps pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of
societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their
time.
Brief Description of Projects/Course Content:
In Year 7 the Course is divided into three topics:
 Europe in the Middle Ages 1000-1500
 Islamic Civilisations
 The British Empire and Kenya
In Year 8 the course is divided into six main topics:

Introduction to History skills

The Origins of Humankind

Greek and Spartan Governments

The Renaissance

Voyages of Encounter

The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade
For each of these areas of study active class discussion is encouraged as this enhances the acquisition of
knowledge and application of analytical skills. The course also encourages pupils to consider each topic in the
light of what is happening in society today.
Skills Acquired:
In each topic pupils will acquire knowledge and also learn how to interpret and evaluate various types of
evidence from historical sources. A key skill is the development of their research and essay writing skills.
How is the subject assessed and examined?
For each topic there will be a variety of assessments including tests, take-home assignments, individual and
group presentations and projects. These are designed to develop knowledge and also assess the level of
knowledge and skills acquisition for each individual in order to inform intervention and progression. At the end of
the year there is an End of Year examination.
LH/2021
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INTEGRATED SCIENCE YEAR 7
Aims of the Course:
The course follows the Common Entrance 13+ curriculum for Year 7 & 8 and will give the pupils a strong
foundation for later stages of science education. Utilizing this framework provides comprehensive and
progressive learning for Science in the key areas of Biology, Chemistry, Physics, and Scientific Inquiry. Pupils are
expected to begin to communicate using scientific language and demonstrate their newly acquired way of
thinking about the natural world.
The science component is taught four times a week in Year 7. Two of those lessons are dedicated to Physics and
the remaining two are dedicated to Biology for the first half of the year and Chemistry for the second half of the
year.
Brief Description of the Course Content:
The course is designed to incorporate aspects of both the Common Entrance 13+ curriculum and the UK National
Curriculum. The main topics include:
Year 7
Science

Investigations
in
science
(Physics)
Energy changes and transfers
Energy resources
Investigations in science (Bio)
Cells and organization
Nutrition
Healthy Living

Forces
and
linear Density
motion
Magnets and magnetic
Friction and motion
fields
More on forces
Pure substances or
Relationships in an mixture
ecosystem
Separating mixtures of
Investigations
in materials
science (Chem)
Particle Theory and
states of matter
Water

Skills Acquired:
Pupils learn the concepts, terminology, and scientific processes to form a strong foundation for Common
Entrance 13+ examination at the end of Year 8. They acquire the skills and abilities of observing, measuring,
recording, and following instructions accurately. They learn to conduct experiments safely, how to communicate
observations, and evaluate experimental data. They will also have opportunities to plan and carry out
investigations.
Subject Assessment:
Pupils are assessed continuously from their learning tasks, homework, and laboratory work. Students will have a
minimum of 2 formal in-class assessments per half-term. Pupils are expected to undertake investigations and
produce analyses and conclusions.
There will be a mid-year and end-of-year examination consisting of theory and investigative skills; covering all
topics taught, based on Common Entrance 13+ examination style questions.

ESH/2021
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SCIENCES IN YEAR 8
Aims of the Course:
The course follows the Common Entrance 13+ curriculum for Year 7 & 8 and will give the pupils a strong
foundation for later stages of science education. Utilizing this framework provides comprehensive and
progressive learning in the separate disciplines of Biology, Chemistry, and Physics. Pupils are expected to
communicate using scientific language, demonstrating an acquired way of thinking about the natural world.
The science component is two times a week for each discipline in Year 8, totaling six science lessons per week.
Brief Description of the Course Content:
The course is designed to incorporate aspects of both the Common Entrance 13+ curriculum and the UK National
Curriculum. The main topics include:
Year 8
Biology
Year 8
Physics
Year 8
Chemistry

Nutrition & Digestion
Gas Exchange system
Cellular respiration
Sound waves
Hearing
Light waves
Atoms,
elements
compounds
Chemical reactions

Health
Reproduction in Plants
Photosynthesis
Circuits
Magnetism
Electromagnets
and Chemical reactions

Reproduction
Humans

in

Space physics

Chemical reactions

Skills Acquired:
Pupils learn the concepts, terminology, and scientific processes to form a strong foundation for study of PreIGCSE Sciences. They acquire the skills and abilities of observing, measuring, recording, and following instructions
accurately. They learn to conduct experiments safely, how to communicate observations, and evaluate
experimental data. They will also have opportunities to plan and carry out investigations.
Subject Assessment:
Pupils are assessed continuously from their learning tasks, homework, and laboratory work. Students will have a
minimum of 2 formal in-class assessments per half-term. Pupils are expected to undertake investigations and
produce analyses and conclusions.
There will be a mid-year examination consisting of theory and investigative skills; covering all topics taught, based
on Common Entrance 13+ examination style questions. Students will undertake the Common Entrance 13+
examination for each science at the end of the year.

ESH/2021
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Mathematics
Aim of the Course:
The Mathematics course at this level is aimed at equipping pupils with the skills to:

Formulate and solve mathematical problems

Develop reasoning and precise expression

Develop abstract, logical and critical thinking and the ability to reflect critically upon their work and the
work of others

Become confident in using mathematics to analyse and solve problems both in school and in real-life
situations

Enhance capacity for independent thought and work

Develop a critical appreciation of the use of information and communication technology in mathematics

Enjoy mathematics and develop patience and persistence when solving problems.

Brief Description of Projects/Course Content:
The programme of study is divided into four main domains:

Number

Algebra

Shape, Space and Measures

Handling Data
In each domain there are a number of topics to complete, designed to develop pupil’s knowledge and
understanding of the abstract and practical world of modern technology, as well as to improve their skills and
mathematical abilities.
Skills Acquired:
At Year 7 & 8 level pupils are expected to be confident in their numeric, algebraic and measuring skills so as to
ensure success in the pre-IGCSE course. Mental skills also play an important role in developing capabilities in
Mathematics at this stage.
How is the subject assessed and examined?
Most of the work will be assessed by continuous assessment. This is done through home assignments,
investigations, mental mathematics and tests.
Differentiation is incorporated into lessons by employing a variety of teaching methods, with questions at all
levels so that every ability group is catered for. In addition, pupils use the ICT laboratory or smart boards at least
once a week where they practice the subject, whilst sharpening their IT skills. In the middle and at the end of
each academic year students in Year 7 are given a one hour written examination paper with a twenty minute
mental math assessment. Year 8 students are given examinations based on Common Entrance specifications.

MB/2021
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Music
Aim of the Course:
Music at Brookhouse focuses on performing, composing and listening, with music theory incorporated in each to
provide pupils with an understanding of musical craft. The inherent qualities of music will develop all pupils’
teamwork, charisma and communication skills. It is our belief that through learning music in a safe, supportive
and creative environment, all pupils’ confidence will develop to allow them to express themselves creatively
through music and other mediums.

Brief Description of Projects/Course Content:
A very broad range of music is covered in Years 7 and 8 with a variety of different projects. These include:
western classical music, Film Music, Indian Classical Music, The Blues, Dance Music, Western Popular Music and
Reggae.

Skills Acquired
Within the areas of performing, listening and composing, students will acquire and develop the following skills:
 A knowledge of music theory, including the foundations in notation (if not already known).
 The ability to critically analyse music using the ideas of melody, harmony, tonality, texture, timbre,
rhythm, structure, form, metre and dynamics.
 The ability to compose in a variety of styles, using different scales and forms.
 Basic keyboard skills (if not already acquired).
 Performance skills, including individual and group performance undertaken with the use of instruments
and vocally.

How is the subject assessed and examined?
Due to the varied nature of the skills acquired, assessment takes various forms. At the end of most half terms,
pupils will be formally assessed on whatever practical work they have been doing (e.g. performing a
composition). Formative assessment occurs in most lessons through listening tests and class performances. At
the end of each year pupils take a varied written examination to assess their listening, appraising and theorybased skills and knowledge they have gained during the course of the year.

RS/2021
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Physical Education
Aim of the Course:
The aim is to maintain levels of physical fitness, whilst developing both individual and team skills including
leadership responsibilities.

Brief Description of Projects/Course Content:
The Physical Education course continues developing the skills learnt in earlier years. Each term, pupils focus on
different sports, developing their skills and understanding of particular games. There is always an opportunity to
attend trials to represent the school teams.
The activities covered include:

Swimming

Athletics and Cross-Country

Football

Field Hockey

Basketball

Rugby

Netball

Rounders
Skills Acquired:
Pupils continue to acquire and refine skills in: human movement, swimming, athletics, cross country, football,
rugby, rounders, netball, basketball and hockey. There is an emphasis on sports for all, sportsmanship, rules and
regulations, skills, teamwork, fitness, well-being and enjoyment.
How is the subject assessed and examined?
Physical Education is examined throughout the term, each lesson, students focus on different skills for specific
sports and so are continually assessed. These continuous assessment grades are used to generate a half term or
end of term grade. Other factors which are considered include whether they have represented the school, do
they attend training sessions, punctuality and attendance and wearing correct kit.

JR/2021
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Spanish
Aim of the Course:
The course is designed to encourage an appreciation of the language, develop the appropriate communication
skills and knowledge needed to pursue the subject at Pre-IGCSE and IGCSE level. It is also designed to develop
cultural awareness by learning more about Spain and other Spanish-speaking countries.
Spanish is taught for two lessons a week in Year 7 and three lessons in Year 8.
Brief Description of Projects/Course Content:













Year 7
Greetings
Alphabet
Numbers up to 100
Dates
Classroom items and Naming parts of a
computer
Nationality and where you live
Describing your family and pets
Describing eyes and hair; size and colour
Describe your school; School subjects and
giving opinions
How to tell Time
Transport
Food and drink











Year 8
The house: places to live, rooms, furniture and
prepositions.
Daily routine
Giving and understanding directions.
Describing locations and places in a town
Distance
Weather
Sports
Leisure time
Helping at home - chores

Skills Acquired:
Pupils develop their reading, writing, listening and speaking skills. These are the four skill areas tested later in
IGCSE, where there are four final examination papers taken.
How is the subject assessed and examined?
In Year 7 and 8 most of the work is assessed by continuous assessment. Pupils are required to successfully carry
out a range of language activities. At the end of the Year 8 a more formal assessment, covering all four skills
areas, is given.
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Swahili
Aim of the Course:
The Swahili course provides a framework for the development of written and transmission skills combined with
application of basic grammar in the Swahili language.
It builds a suitable foundation to pursue the subject at secondary level. Pupils learn more about spoken and
written Swahili. They also get a chance to try out construction of simple sentences based on the knowledge
gained prior to joining this level. The noun classification skill which starts at this level is crucial if one is to pursue
the language at secondary level.
Brief Description of Projects/Course Content:
The course is divided into four parts:





Grammar and vocabulary acquisition
Comprehension
Reading and writing
Listening

In each area there are various projects, role plays and schemes of work that need completing. Each area is
organised in such a way that pupils understand basic structures of the language whilst communicating in spoken
or written language where applicable. The application of grammatical rules is expected although at a rudimentary
level.
Skills Acquired:
Because secondary school level Swahili requires pupils to complete four examinable sections, the Year 7 & 8
course focuses on improving competence in both spoken and written Swahili. Furthermore, those who take the
course are prepared adequately to establish a solid foundation in the language in order to present their ideas and
facts in a logical sequence.
How is the subject assessed and examined?
The subject is assessed in various ways. Pupils are expected to complete a word-processed or Power Point
project on a selected topic and present a role-play activity. Cycle assessments are also used widely as a mode of
assessment in the language. At the end of year, pupils are given a one and half hour examination; the rationale
of this examination is to help the pupils prepare for the more rigorous secondary level Swahili.
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